
²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŘƛǎƘ ƻǊ 
beam antenna can accomplish Earth-Moon-Earth 
άƳƻƻƴ-ōƻǳƴŎŜέ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ 
done with CW or the digital JT65 mode on VHF/UHF 
frequencies.  But Doug Millar, K6JEY, will show us how 
he does it with smaller antennas near the sidewalk.  
 

Doug Millar holds a doctor of Education degree and is 
entirely self-taught in electronics. He is an ARRL 
technical advisor in test equipment and measurement, 
having written the 26th chapter of the ARRL Handbook 
(also the 25th chapter of an earlier ARRL Handbook 
edition). He has always liked the shorter wavelengths 
and started with EME in 1990.  He was raised on the 
Palos Verdes Peninsula and knows our area well. Â 
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The thrill is there when communicating to both distant 

and nearby locations using amateur radio  
 
By Diana Feinberg, AI6DF 

PVARC President 

My ham radio interests  cover both ends of amateur radio:  I enjoy communicating both near and far. 
 

In the past six months (especially through the contagious enthusiasm of Ray, N6HE) I have enjoyed 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ IC ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜΦ  aƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ LΩǾŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ w¢¢¸ contests where the pace 
is really quick and lower power can still go quite a distance. 
 

But I also enjoy communicating locally for emergency communication and public service activities.  I am 
also active ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ organizations as well. 
 

So what gives?  The simple truth:  the thrill in using amateur radio exists at whatever distance you wish.   
 

During the weekend of October 11-12 I had an amazing time in the Makrothen RTTY Contest.  Despite its 
weird name, this contest operates more like an airline frequent-flyer mileage program in that the points 
calculated for each QSO reflect ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ-character grid square and the 
ƻƴŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘΦ  !ƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƛǊƭƛƴŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ-flyer class-of-service bonuses, there are bonuses for using 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƘŀƳ ōŀƴŘǎΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭΥ  ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ 
Scandinavian hams to work amateurs elsewhere and also the Pennsylvania and Arizona QSO Parties.  I 
was switching bands and modes whenever there was a lull in the action or band conditions changed. 
 

Some of our club members, especially Ray N6HE and Chris KA6WNK, made major headway in the 
California QSO Party during the weekend of October 4-5.   Ray reported making  254 CQP contacts, 
including quite a few foreign stations.  Chris made 225 contacts and worked 35 of the 50 states plus 11 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ άCƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅέ ǘȅǇŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ during the heat wave that weekend. 
 

And coming very soon for lots of international contacts is the CQ Magazine Worldwide SSB DX Contest on 
October 24-26.  You can probably work quite a few countries with just a simple wire-dipole antenna. 
 

As for local communication, it is thrilling tooΦ  LǘΩǎ ƎǊŀǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ 
communicating from difficult locations around us.  The many hills, valleys, ridgelines, and mountains in 
Los Angeles County should inspire us  to improve radio communication skills for when an I¢ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
suffice.  Bouncing signals off the Santa Monica Mountains or Catalina Island with just 25 watts to reach a 
220 or 440 repeater atop Palos Verdes never ceases to amaze me. 
 

LŦ ƛǘΩǎ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘƴŜǎǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ   ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ {ƘŀƪŜhǳǘ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мсth is a 
ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ too.  There are several major 
ham radio drills testing disaster preparedness and response this month.  Besides the Great ShakeOut, 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅǿƛŘŜ ŘǊƛƭƭ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 22nd  where ham radio will be used in many cities to contact City 
IŀƭƭǎΣ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŘǊƛƭƭΣ Řƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ōȅ 
checking in during weekly nets or annual drills that these disaster radio groups know for sure whether 
your radio still works and its batteries are charged.    
 

Enjoy the Fall months with their many amateur radio contests and disaster drills.  The thrill of using 
amateur radio is always there no matter how far your signal travels. Â 
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      PVARC Short News Items 

The PVARCôs November meeting topicéand beyond 
 

Our final Hesse Park meeting in 2014 is November 19th when Alex Marko, KD6LPA and President of the 
{ƻǳǘƘ .ŀȅ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻ /ƭǳōΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ Ϸо ǇƘƻƴŜ ōƛƭƭΥ  9ŎƘƻƭƛƴƪ hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿΦέ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ 
drawing for a $25 Ham Radio Outlet gift certificate (winner must be present).  Denzel, KG6QWJ, won the 
certificate at our September meeting after 11 other names were drawn. 
 

hǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ млΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘǎ hΩ/ŀƭƭ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƛƴ {ŀƴ tŜŘǊƻΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ t±!w/Ωǎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ  όtƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǳ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜΦύ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ-created video.  
¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ CǳƴƴƛŜǎǘ IƻƳŜ ±ƛŘŜƻǎέτwell, our Holiday Dinner 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CǳƴƴƛŜǎǘ IŀƳ wŀŘƛƻ ±ƛŘŜƻǎΦέ  ¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ŜȄƛǎǘΦ  hǳǊ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ 
have our usual array of ham radio door prizes. 
 

Our member Ray 5ŀȅΣ bсI9Σ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǎŀŘŜƴŀ wŀŘƛƻ /ƭǳōΩǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нм ŀōƻǳǘ 
our 2014 K6PV/6 DXpedition to Catalina Island.   Diana, AI6DF, gave a presentation at the Pasadena Radio 
/ƭǳōΩǎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ но ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ 
our 2014 ILLW activities at Pt. Vicente, and a tour of other lighthouses in Southern California.   
 

It turns out the Pasadena Radio Club and the Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Club have similarities in their 
membership profiles, public service activities, and area ham populations.  The PRC meets in a large room at 
YŀƛǎŜǊ tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘŜΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƛƴ tŀǎŀŘŜƴŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ мп-
foot wide projection screen and ceiling-mounted projector with razor-sharp lens.  We can only wish for a 

setup like this! Â 

PVARCôs 2015 Catalina IOTA  

DXpedition ñOn-Trackò 

Above:  Thatôs Joe Pace, NZ6L, adjusting our 20-meter hex beam 

antenna atop one of our cabin buildings during the PVARCôs 2014 IOTA 

trip to Catalina Island.   PHOTO:  NORM THORN, K6UU 

Planning continues for our February 2015 
DXpedition activating Catalina Island in the 
wŀŘƛƻ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ άLǎƭŀƴŘǎ hƴ 
¢ƘŜ !ƛǊέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 
 

!ǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ t±!w/Ωǎ 
2014 DXpedition indicated they wanted to 
return next February.  All cabins in two 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ ¢ǿƻ IŀǊōƻǊǎΩ ŎŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀǊŜ 
booked for our usage. 
 

Besides the usual HF SSB bands, we hope to 
extend use of other modes such as CW, 
PSK31, and RTTY to capitalize on the 
interests of DXpedition members.  For 
example, we hope to also work DX RTTY 
stations outside the 12 hours of the North 
American RTTY QSO Party.   
 

The Radio Society of Great Britain two weeks 
ago issued a proposal outlining the IOTA 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ 
international support for operations and 
award issuance (see next page). Â 
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Changes are in store for the Radio Society of 
DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ LǎƭŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ όLh¢!ύ 
program, as the RSGB repositions itself to 
assume a less-ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ 
management and administration going forward.  
¢ƘŜ άbŜǿ Lh¢!έ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ 
international scope and likely include some 
online means of confirming contacts and 
claiming contact credits.  For the time being, 
however, everything will remain as it is.  This 
Ǉŀǎǘ WǳƭȅΣ Lh¢! ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƛǘǎ рлǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŀǎ άŀ 
ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ 5· ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
RSGB and IOTA Manager, Roger Balister, G3KMA.  
The program boasts some 2500 active island 
chasers and another 15,000 or so casual 
participants.  
 
In September the RSGB announced that it had 
asked IOTA management to enlist a group or 
organization from within the IOTA community to 
ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƴŜȄǘ рл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ά¢ƘŜ 
main focus will be on the development of online 
island credit submission (paperless QSLing) as a 
ƴŜǿ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣέ .ŀƭƛǎǘŜǊ 
explained in a September 27 post on the IOTA 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  ά¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ 
IOTA in partnership with the RSGB.  In the 
meantime no immediate policy, management or 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΦέ 
 
The RSGB announcement from President John 
Gould, G3WKL, said that a review of the program 
identified three primary issues. These include a 
heavy reliance on a few key people, the need to 
ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴΣ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ L¢ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ άǿƛƭƭ 
include online island credit submission akin to 
[ƻ¢²Σέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭƛŜǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ 
accessible website. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ 
island and participant databases should be  
preserved and that any changes should be  
backwards-ŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƭŜΣέ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ǎŀƛŘΦ  άLƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǿŀȅǎ 
to rejuvenate and ensure the sustainability of the 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŜ ƭƻƻǎŜƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨbŜǿ 
Lh¢!ΦΩέ 
 
Gould explained that the RSGB is seeking a 
άǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǘƻǇ-Řƻǿƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣέ 
and that the RSGB Board has agreed that the 
IOTA team be invited to establish a group to 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ άbŜǿ Lh¢!έ 
concept, with the RSGB providing seed money 
ŀƴŘ άƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦέ  
 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ 
of the program lies with its national and 
international participants whom, we are assured, 
have the motivation, skills and enthusiasm to 
develop the program and to promote it to its full 
ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣέ DƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΦ  ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ 
has the full support of the IOTA team and has 
been welcomed by the wider IOTA community 
ōƻǘƘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀōǊƻŀŘΦ ά 
 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άbŜǿ Lh¢!έ 
will take place over the next 9 months.  
 
ά¢ƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
believe that the resulting governance structure, 
management processes and IT framework will 
ensure the IOTA program is not only sustainable 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣέ DƻǳƭŘΩǎ 
ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ άōǳǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ 
grow and play the prominent role that it has 
done in Amateur Radio DXing and contest 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ рл ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ Â 

ñIslands on the Airò seeks international support to help 

operate the program and better handle IOTA awards 

 
From the ARRL Website 



   QRO                                                   OCTOBER 2014                                                        PAGE 5 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS OF THE 

PALOS VERDES AMATEUR RADIO 

CLUB  

IN 2013-2014 

 

LARRY SHAPIRO, K6RO 

NICHOLAS WAGNER, KB6PL 

STEVE MARSCHKE,  KK6EOS 

DEBBIE MARSCHKE, KK6EOW 

ANDREW DECRISTOFARO, KI6BKD 

DOMINIC DECRISTOFARO, KI6BOO 

RICHARD CARL, KF6ZRF 

DON BEAUMONT, KE6PMN  

CINDY SATTLER, KK6EOZ 

DAVE HELD, WA6PHS 

RAPHAEL YOON, KJ6ZYD 

JOEL PASTOR, WJ1P 

TERRI PASTOR, W6BMD 

THOMAS BACALJA 

ERIC OLSON, KK6JPV 

JAMES MAXWELL, W6JBN 

CARL BARNES, AI6BA 

ALLEN BINDER,  KK6MNU 

HENRY BREMER, KK6MNO 

SCOTT HARTNETT, KK6MNM 

JAMES LIAO, KK6MNT 

RICARDO QUINONES, KK6MNQ 

SHAWN SORBOM, KK6MNN 

KELVIN VANDERLIP, JR., KK6MNS 

RON WAGNER, KI6FHB 

PAT BREWSTER, KK6KCL 

LUIS CARRANZA (NEW CALL PENDING) 

JOSEPH ENFIELD  (NEW CALL PENDING) 

   PVARC News: 

Reservations are now being accepted for the t±!w/Ωǎ 
2014 Holiday Dinner on Wednesday, December 10, 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘǎ hΩ/ŀƭƭ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ along San tŜŘǊƻΩǎ 
waterfront.   Please see the menu and RSVP form on 
the next page in this QRO  issue. 
 

Our 2014 Holiday Dinner will be a self-serve buffet  
as last year in the same large upstairs room that 
allows mingling before the dinner and enables a two-
sided buffet line to minimize serving times. 
 

The Breakwater Room (with elevator access) has a 
full harbor channel view from the outer breakwater 
up to the Vincent Thomas Bridge.  We will also have a 
no-host bar dedicated just for our dinner attendees 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŀƪǿŀǘŜǊ wƻƻƳΩǎ ŦƻȅŜǊΦ 
 

The price per person is $42, the same as last year, 
and includes a free ticket for an expanded array of 
ham radio raffle prizes.   The value of your prize 
might significantly exceed the cost of your dinner! 
 

As mentioned elsewhere in this QRO  issue, instead 
ƻŦ ŀ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀ 
presentation  we are compiling of ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
CǳƴƴƛŜǎǘ IŀƳ wŀŘƛƻ ±ƛŘŜƻǎΦέ 
 

Join fellow club members, spouses, family members, 
ŀƴŘ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ tƻǊǘǎ hΩ/ŀƭƭ 
Restaurant on December 10. Â   

Reserve your place at the 

PVARCôs 2014 Holiday Dinner 

A scene from last yearôs Holiday Dinner at Ports OôCall 

Restaurant.  PHOTO:  JOHN FREEMAN, WW6WW 
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Please Join Us for the Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Clubõs 

Annual Holiday Dinner 
 

Ports OõCall Restaurant 

1199 Nagoya Way (Berth 76), San Pedro, CA 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Meet and Greet beginning at 6:30 pm, 

Dinner at 7:00 pm, followed by program and prize raffle 

Dinner Buffet: 

California Greens with Sliced Apples, Candied Walnuts,  

 Bleu Cheese Crumbles and Raspberry Vinaigrette 

Classic Tossed Caesar Salad 

Mexican Chopped Salad 

Fresh Fruit Platter, Yogurt Dip 

London Broil with Roasted Shallot-Peppercorn Reduction 

Grilled Sea Bass with Saffron Butter 

Steamed Vegetables Melange 

Roasted Baby Red Potatoes 

Warm Rolls and Butter 

A Tempting Array of Desserts  

(Cheesecake, Chocolate Cake,  

Tiramisu) 

Coffee, Decaf, Hot and Iced Tea 
 

 $42.00 per person, in advance  

(same price as 2012 and 2013 dinners)  

Please use RSVP cards available at monthly 
club meetings or shown at right.  Mail to: 
PVARC, PO Box 2316, Palos Verdes Peninsula, 
CA 90274;  or return at a monthly meeting. 

PALOS VERDES AMATEUR RADIO CLUB  
2014 HOLIDAY DINNER 

tƻǊǘǎ hΩ/ŀƭƭ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ {ŀƴ Pedro;   
Wednesday, December 10, 2014 
 

Price per person:  $42 
Number of people attending: _______ 
 

I would like to also donate:   
$5 ___ $10 ___ $15 ___ Other amount _____ 
 
Total amount enclosed:  $_____________ 
Please make check payable to the  
Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Club 
(All donations are applied towards club expenses  
for the evening.) 
 

Name___________________________________ 
 

Call Sign_________________ 
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Another PVARC member visits W1AW at ARRL Headquarters: 

Laura, KK6BFI, also featured on ARRL Facebook Page 

You never know who will be the next PVARC member to operate the W1AW station at ARRL Headquarters. 
Laura Behenna, KK6BFI, was there last month while accompanying one of her children off to college in 
/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ !ww[Ωǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ όǎƘƻǿƴ ōŜƭƻǿύ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ 
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57th Annual                                                                                                                        

Jamboree on the Air  

 

A Worldwide Scouting Event                                                                    
Los Angeles Area Council, BSA    

October 18, 2014                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
10:00am - 10:00pm Saturday  

Cabrillo Youth Center - 3000 Shoshonean Rd., San Pedro, CA 
 

  

 

www.arrl.org/jamboree-on-the-air-jota 
www.scouting.org/JOTA 

 
Join us in this "World Wide" Scouting event where Scouts all around the World 

will be trying to contact each other via the Ham Radio.   
 

We need radio operators to help get the Scouts on the air and to spark their interest about Ham Radio.  
 Also to teach the Scouts the fundamentals of radio waves and electronics to earn the Radio Merit Badge. 

  
Contact: 

Curtis Watanabe, KI6KUK 
Asst. Scoutmaster Troop 378                                                                                                                                          

e-mail: Curtisw0007@gmail.com                                                                                                                     
cell 310-528-7767 

 

¢ƘŜ .ƻȅ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƘŀƳ ǊŀŘƛƻ άWŀƳōƻǊŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊέ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ŀƴ tŜŘǊƻ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊмуǘƘΦ   
While we encourage club members to individually take part in the JOTA please note the Jamboree on the Air is not a PVARC-
sponsored event and our club liability insurance does not cover participants.   



0 
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It only happens once every four years. 
 
¢ƘŜ !ww[Ωǎ нлмр {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊǊŀƴŎŜ aŀǊǊƛƻǘǘ IƻǘŜƭ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ 5Ŝƭ 
Amo Fashion Center  Mall during September 11-13, 2015.  If you have ever wanted to attend an ARRL 
ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƛǎΦ  !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ !ww[ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦ 
 

The PVARC is one of 13 amateur radio clubs in Los Angeles and Orange Counties organizing the 2015 
convention, also known as HAMCON 2015.  Each club handles a different responsibility for making the 
ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŦǊǳƛǘƛƻƴΦ  CƻǊ ǳǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 5Ŝǎƪ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƘƻǳǊǎ 
HAMCON 2015 is open and before the convention handling marketing and advertising activities as well. 
 

HAMCON 2015 is already off to a fast start.  In just four weeks since sign-ups have been accepted, 61 of 
the 63 booth spaces in the Vendor/Exhibitor Hall are already bookedτwith 48 weeks remaining until the 
convention to fill the last two booths.   [ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ нлмп {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ 
had space for 40 booths in its Vendor Room but only 32 were occupied by Vendors and Exhibitors. 
 

I!a/hb нлмрΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ нлмрΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ άIŀƳ wŀŘƛƻΥ ! .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
CǳǘǳǊŜέΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ-ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǊŀŘƛƻΦ  ¢ŜŎƘ ¢ŀƭƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ 
ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ άǘǊŀŎƪǎέΥ  9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΤ 5·ƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΤ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
technical amateur radio topics; and Topics for New Hams.  Attendees can mix and match which programs 
they wish to hear. 
 

We hope all PVARC members can attend HAMCON 2015 and we will also be looking to our members for  
working in two-person teams at the Information Desk during two-hour shifts.  More info to follow, but 
ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƴƻǿ ōȅ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ŦǊƻƳ I!a/hb нлмрΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ www.hamconinc.org  and 
ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ά{ƛƎƴ ¦ǇΗέ ƻǊ ōȅ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ t±!w/Ωǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ IŜǎǎŜ tŀǊƪ 
meetings.  A PayPal option will be available later this month on the HAMCON website.  Considering this 
ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ-registration fee is just $22 (including four free door prize tickets) and has close 
ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ !ww[ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ŀǎ I!a/hb нлмрΦ Â 
 

HAMCON 2015ðthe 2015  

ARRL Southwestern Division Convention in 

Torranceðmoves into high gear 

Right:  HAMCON 2015ôs distinctive logo 

(neither round nor square) will also be on pins 

and patches available to convention-goers. 

For PVARC members ham radio conventions 

do not get more convenient than this. 

http://www.hamconinc.org/
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PVARC provides radio 

support at the 2014 

RAT Beach Bike Tour 

  PVARC Public Service News 

  

Above:  A communications challenge to reach the N6RPV repeater 

from the Ballona Creek bike path in Culver City resulted in using a high-

gain vertically-polarized VHF/UHF log periodic antenna and mobile 

VHF/UHF radio with AGM battery (shown atop the rock wall).   
PHOTO: DIANA FEINBERG, AI6DF 

The PVARCõs radio operator team 

providing communications support at 

this yearõs RAT Beach Bike Tour on 

September 27 had two new 

challenges. 
 

While there were few issues involving 

our radio coverage, the Bike Tour had 

to contend with an unexpected large 

running event at Dockweiler State 

Beach competing for using the same 

pathways and parking areas. 
 

The Los Angeles Unified School District 

had also scheduled at Dockweiler 

Beach a 3,500-student 5K run with 

participants from across the LAUSDõs 

many schools.  This 5Kõs location was 

at the RAT Beach Bike Tourõs first SAG 

Stop and turnaround point for the 16-

mile short bike ride. 
 

The Bike Tour also operated a new 

water stop this year in Culver City 

along Ballona Creek that provided a 

communications challenge.  We used 

an Elk 2-meter/440 log periodic 

antenna in vertical polarization with a 

Yaesu FT-8800 mobile radio and 18aH 

AGM battery to reach the N6RPV 

repeater atop San Pedro Hill due to 

Westchesterõs bluffs overlooking 

Ballona Creek. 
 

This yearõs RAT Beach Bike Tour 

amateur radio operator team 

consisted of: Deane Bouvier, N5DQ; 

Ken Carr, K6HRN; Herb Clarkson, 

KM6DD; Bob Closson, W6HIP; Steve 

Collins, KI6TEQ; Matthew Cruse, 

N6MDC; Diana Feinberg, AI6DF;  

Dave Held, WA6PHS; and Chris Storey, 

KA6WNK. Â 

 

  

Above:  Four of our operators shown at the Net Control point  in Redondo 

Beach.  From left to right, Deane N5DQ and Matthew N6MDC as Net 

Control;  Ken K6HRN and Steve KI6TEQ, radio operators aboard two 

Roving Vans during the Bike Tour.  Not shown:  Chris KA6WNK at 

Dockweiler Beach; Dave WA6PHS at El Segundo Recreation Park; Bob 

W6HIP at Torranceôs Zamperini Field; and Herb KM6DD at San Pedroôs 

22nd Street Park.  PHOTO: DIANA FEINBERG, AI6DF 


