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Our July 17th meeting speaker is a natural expert for discussing batteries--especially batteries relating 
to Amateur Radio. 
 

Howard Rogers, KF6NOR, will present how batteries work, their safety, and applications.  Primary 
cells (alkaline and lithium), as well as secondary cells with nickel cadmium, nickel metal hydride, 
lithium-ion, and lead-acid chemistries will all be covered. 
  

Howard did research and development on the nickel-hydrogen battery for satellites (and other 
batteries) until retiring in 2002 from Boeing Satellite Systems, previously part of Hughes Aircraft.  
 

 He received his B. S. degree in Chemistry from the University of Illinois and Ph. D. in Inorganic 
Chemistry from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  Howard is still involved with disaster 
communications through the Torrance Amateur Radio Association, where he initially gave this 
presentation. Â 
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Why I Decided to Study CW But Skip the CW Network 
 
By Diana Feinberg, AI6DF 

PVARC President 

How times change.   Ask any area teenager about 
ά/²έ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ 
vampires, the supernatural, and adolescent 
ƘƻǊƳƻƴŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ¢±Ωǎ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ рΦ 
 

¢ƘŀƴƪŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ǊŀŘƛƻ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ--  
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ  ά/²έ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ aƻǊǎŜ ŎƻŘŜ 
transmissions.  Learning Morse code is more 
difficult at the older age when many of us now 
enter ham radio and of course Morse code is no 
longer required for any amateur license in the U.S.   
 

But I hope to convince you that practicing to use our 
/² ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘƛŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƘŀƳΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǾǎΦ 
ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ  ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ /²Ωǎ ά±ŀƳǇƛǊŜ 5ƛŀǊƛŜǎέ ŀƴŘ 
angst of youthful mating. 
 

I found several reasons for learning Morse code in 
2006 and still practice code nearly every day, even if 
not on the air.  What ironically made CW learning 
more enjoyable was doing it while watching 
television.  Say again? 
  

Yes, I found practicing my sending by keying the 
άǎŎǊŜŜƴ ŎǊŀǿƭŜǊέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ƴŜǿǎ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƻǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ 
ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ άǎŎǊŜŜƴ ŎǊŀǿƭŜǊέ ōǳǘ L 
accomplish two things at once:  watching the news 
and practicing sending CW, both from the comfort 
of my favorite Stressless® Recliner chair.  This is 
much more pleasurable than sitting at a desk and 
practicing CW there. 

Why go to this trouble if Morse code is no longer 
required for an amateur license?   
 

To be honest, I had to take the 5 wpm code test to 
get my General license in 2006τso I got a partial 
start.   
 

But there are still a lot of hams who use CW and 
newer hams  (young and old) are taking up the CW 
challenge.  
 

CW as an operating mode allows using much lower 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ {{.Φ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
if one lives in an HOA with CC&R limitations and 
close proximity to neighbors. 
 

CW typically has a 20 to 1 power advantage over 
SSB due to the lesser bandwidth used.  That means 
5 watts on CW can about equal 100 watts on phone.  
A full 100-watt output on CW also means an 
ŀƳǇƭƛŦƛŜǊ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 
 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǎƛŘŜ /²Ωǎ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ōŀƴŘǿƛŘǘƘ 
enables much finer tuning and filtering, often 
allowing almost effortless listening.   
 

Finally, learning Morse code later in life proves 
again that older dogs can learn new tricks.   Try my 
screen-crawler technique with the news channel of 
your political persuasion and forget about those 
young supernaturals trying to get a life on the other 
CW. Â 

Itôs What I Do:  As the lead defense attorney in a Florida murder case describes what he does for a living, AI6DF does the 

news ñscreen crawlerò in Morse code from her Stressless® Recliner chair.  Keeping up with the crawler can be challenging. 
PHOTOS:  (LEFT) SCREEN SHOT, CABLE NEWS NETWORK, JULY 13, 2013;  (RIGHT) AI6DF SELF-PORTRAIT 
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PVARCôs 2013 Field Day:  Those Lawn Sprinklers Turned 

On Again, With Other Challenging Conditions This Year 
 

 

 

Field Day 

 
*Sprinklers 

Overnight 

(A) 

 

PVARC 

Total 

Points 

(B) 

PVARC 

Rank 
of all U.S. 

& Canada 

Field Day 

stations 

(C) 

PVARC 

Rank  
of all 2A in 

South-

Western 

Division 

(D) 

PVARC 

Rank  
of all 2A 

stations  

in LAX 

Section 

2013* 4,248 ??? ??? ??? 

2012 5,188 
259th of  

2,617 
5th of 24 1st of 8 

2011* 4,492 
341st of 

2,632 
6th of 24 1st of 5 

2010 5,468 
219th of 

2,617 
5th of 31 1st of 8 

2009* 3,930 
391st of 

2,603 
9th of 27 3rd of 7 

2008 4,160 
332nd of 

2,409 
4th of 27 1st of 9 

2007 3,216 
511th of 

2,331 
6th of 28 2nd of 7 

2006 5,242 
223rd of 

2,169 
4th of 30 2nd of 5 

2005 6,216 
162nd of 

2,199 
3rd of 32 2nd of 8 

2004 7,118 
126th of 

2,242 
3rd of 30 2nd of 7 

2003 6,192 
126th of 

2,079 
4th of 37 3rd of 8 

2002 6,246 
194th of 

2,099 
3rd of 28 1st of 7 

PVARCôs Field 

Day Points 
2013 2012 2011 

Bonus Points 770 850 750 

Claimed Score 3,478 4,338 3,742 

Total Score 4,248 5,188 4,492 

¢ƘŜ t±!w/Ωǎ !ww[ CƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ 
22-23 was blessed with outstanding 
weather, a great turnout by club 
members, and plenty of equipment.  
But the best-laid plans again fell to 
lawn sprinklers mysteriously turning on 
during the overnight hours. 
 

.ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ 
this year either and we were unable to 
fully exploit a terrific opening on 15-
meters from about 11 am to 6 pm on 
Saturday, June 22. 
 

As shown in the table at left, our 4,248 
points this year are in the same range 
as 2009 and 2011 when the lawn 
sprinklers also unexpectedly 
interrupted Field Day operations. 
 

Our CW team this year (Dan, W6DC; 
Jeff, K6JW; Jerry, NG6R; and Rocco, 
N6KN) did a great job despite the 
water and a form of broadband 
interference emanating from the FT-
897 radios in our SSB and GOTA 
stations.   This was the first year Jerry, 
NG6R, operated at our Field Day.  His 
evening shift on 40-meter CW until 
midnight got a water-blasting, but 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǊƛǘŜ ǿŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊΦ 
 

We also lost our one satellite contact  
opportunity this year when higher-
power stations blasted over the 
exchange we were expecting to hear. 
 

According to other clubs and people 
we spoke with, the best band in the 
[!· ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ CƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅ 
was 15-meters on Saturday.  The next 
ǇŀƎŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ōȅ 
band this year vs. the two previous 
Field Days. 
 

The ARRL will publish final 2013 Field 
Day scores and standings in early- 
November. Â 
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Field Day 

QSOs 
CW Digital SSB / FM 

Band 2013 2012 2011 2013 2012 2011 2013 2012 2011 

160m -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

80m -- -- 6 -- -- -- 53 31 10 

40m 206 -- 179 -- 4 -- 27 24 17 

20m 209 319 203 -- 11 -- 297 310 198 

15m 167 389 256 -- -- -- 91 273 58 

10m -- -- 71 -- -- -- 3 1 18 

6m -- -- -- -- -- -- 55 47 108 

2m -- -- -- -- -- -- 19 29 18 

1.25m -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 14 

Other -- -- -- -- -- -- 5 7 -- 

Satellite -- -- -- -- -- -- 1 -- 

GOTA -- -- -- -- -- -- 25 -- -- 

Total 582 708 715 -- 15 -- 575 723 441 

PVARCôs 2013 Field Day:  Those Lawn Sprinklers Turned 

On Again, With Other Challenging Conditions This Year 
Despite the best intentions, the soccer field 

sprinklers came on during Field Dayôs overnight 

hours at Ridgecrest Intermediate School.  The 

sprinkler systemôs main valve appeared to have 

been closed near our CW tent (being set up by 

Sid Wielin, KF6QFH, center-left in photo at 

7:30am Saturday).  But water still sprayed 

everywhere.  All our generators were dry and 

safely kept on hard surfaces well-away from 

grass and brush areas. 

PHOTO:  DIANA FEINBERG, AI6DF 
 

Band conditions werenôt the best this year and 

our QSO count on CW (see table below) was 

hampered by broadband interference from our 

SSB station.  That resulted in CW operation on 

sub-optimal bands at times. 



0 
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Scenes from  PVARCôs 2013 Field Day at Ridgecrest School 

Left:  7:45am Saturday, (L-R) 

Jerry Kendrick, NG6R; Blake 

Bartosh, KK6CZC; and Rocco 

Lardiere, N6KN, begin 

assembling Roccoôs Yagi beam 

on Ridgecrestôs soccer field for 

our CW station.  Sid Wielin, 

KF6QFH, loaned the tent and is 

inside finishing its assembly. 
PHOTO:  DIANA FEINBERG, AI6DF 

Above:  The assembled CW antenna atop PVARCôs tower trailer. 
PHOTO:  CHRIS STOREY, KA6WNK 

Left:  Tony Kordich, KK6DYL, and Mel 

Hughes, K6SY, position Melôs VHF/UHF 

log periodic antenna on its mast. 
PHOTO:  JOHN FREEMAN, WW6WW 

Above:  Bob Closson, W6HIP, 

and Peter Landon, KE6JPM, 

prepare to raise the American flag 

on SSB antenna mast. 
PHOTO:  CHRIS STOREY, KA6WNK 



0 
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Above:  Chris Storey, KA6WNK, made a 

satellite contact from Ridgecrest but the 

exchange got squashed by higher-power 

stations that barged in.  We could not 

count the contact in our point totals. 
PHOTO:  BOB CLOSSON, W6HIP 

Left:  Jeff Wolf, K6JW, working CW on 

Saturday with the K6JW paddle handles he 

designed for Vibroplex Iambic keys. 
PHOTO:  CHRIS STOREY, KA6WNK 

Former and current Mayors of Rancho Palos Verdes operating on Saturday afternoon.   

Below left:  Mel Hughes, K6SY, RPV Mayor in 1990, operating PVARCôs VHF/UHF station.  PHOTO:  BOB CLOSSON, W6HIP.   

 

Below right:  RPVôs current Mayor Susan Brooks (also Mayor in 1993) takes the mike at the GOTA station on 40-meter SSB, 

contacting W6BA near Twentynine Palms, with Diana Feinberg, AI6DF, as control operator.  PHOTO:  MALIN DOLLINGER, KJ6HUB 



   QRO                                                   JULY 2013                                                                   PAGE 7 

Right:  PVARCôs ñMen in Blueò (or  

PVARCôs version of ñBlue Man 

Groupò?)   Malin Dollinger 

KJ6HUB; Clay Davis, AB9A; and  

Bob Closson, W6HIP, at 

the SSB station on Saturday. 
PHOTO:  JOHN FREEMAN, WW6WW 

Below:  Cindy Matsuda, KJ6NWO, 

and Gary Kaneshiro, KJ6HUJ, 

operating the VHF/UHF station in 

the schoolôs parking lot. 
PHOTO:  JOHN FREEMAN, WW6WW 

Above:  Tony 

Bressickello, W6GEZ, 

and Chris Storey, 

KA6WNK, operating 20-

meter SSB on Saturday 

afternoon. 
PHOTO:   

BOB CLOSSON, W6HIP 

Left:  Rocco Lardiere, 

N6KN, uses one hand on 

the keyboard and the 

other on his Begali key to 

work four CW contacts 

per minute on 20-meters 

Sunday morning near 

Field Dayôs end. 
PHOTO:   

DIANA FEINBERG, AI6DF 

More Scenes From 

2013 Field Day 
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Left:  Group photo of almost 

everyone on our Field Day site at 

5:30 pm Saturday.   

 

Front row, left to right:  David 

Greenhut, N6HD and ARRL LAX 

Section Manager;  Tony Bressickello, 

W6GEZ; Dr. Kate Hutton, K6HTN 

and ARRL LAX NTS Manager; Diana 

Feinberg, AI6DF; and Gary 

Kaneshiro, KJ6HUJ.   

 

Standing, left to right:  Peter Landon, 

KE6JPM; Jim Stoker, AG6EF and 

ARRL LAX Section Emergency 

Coordinator;  Rocco Lardiere, N6KN; 

Jim Krieger, WB6OFE; Mel Hughes, 

K6SY; and Cindy Matsuda, KJ6NWO. 
PHOTO:  CHRIS STOREY, KA6WNK 

Above:  The SSB station at 4:30 am Sunday, looking north towards 

the L.A. Basin.   
PHOTO:  CHRIS STOREY, KA6WNK 

 

Left:  PVARCôs CW station and tower trailer shown at 4:40 am 

Sunday heading to the west. 
PHOTO:  CHRIS STOREY, KA6WNK 

Unusual 2013 Field Day Scenes 

For more photos of PVARCôs 2013 Field Day please visit our 

website at: 

http://www.palosverdes.com/pvarc/PhotoGalleries/2013FieldDay/ 


